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THE WORLD OF SHIN’YA TSUKAMOTO 

 
For its eleventh edition, the Ca' Foscari Short Film Festival will have the honor of hosting cult 
director Shin'ya Tsukamoto. The Japanese author has a deep and lasting bond with the festival 
and with the city, having created an animated promo for Ca' Foscari's film activities in 2012, and 
having donated a frame of the film Kotoko for the poster of the second edition of the festival. In 
his masterclass, Tsukamoto will retrace his thirty years of experience, during an interview on the 
Auditorium stage, which will be accompanied by the screening of some clips from his most famous 
works. 
 
Shin’ya Tsukamoto was born in Tokyo in 1960 and took his first steps in the world of Super8 at 
the age of 14. After having founded the theater company Kaiju Gekijo in 1985 and having made 
some interesting short films, he reaches popularity already with his debut feature film, the cult film 
Tetsuo (1989), which was followed by works loved by fans all over the world, such as Tokyo Fist 
(1995), Bullet Ballet (1998), Gemini (1999) and Vital (2004). In the first part of his career, he 
distinguished himself with a personalized style, both visionary and cyberpunk, using strong and 
brutal images to express the eternal conflict between man and the environment that surrounds 
him, focusing on the urban reality of Tokyo, on the depersonalization of its inhabitants, and the 
importance of rediscovering that corporeality and those dormant sensations under a mass of 
concrete and metal. He has also been an actor in numerous films, including Takashi Miike's Ichi the 
Killer (2001), Takashi Shimizu's Marebito (2004) and, more recently, Martin Scorsese's Silence (2016). 
 
Throughout his career he has won several international awards, starting with the historic Grand 
Prize at the Rome Fantafestival, which introduced him to international audiences, and going on to 
win the Special Jury Prize at the Venice Film Festival for A Snake of June (2002) and Best Film in 
the Orizzonti section, also in Venice, for Kotoko (2011). His latest works - Fires on the Plain (2014) 
and Killing (2018) - have a strong anti-militarist slant and were both presented in competition at 
Venice. 
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