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PRE-FESTIVAL: 

CHINESE CINEMA EXHIBITION 
 
This year the Ca' Foscari Short Film Festival is enriched by a new partner, Guang Hua Media et 
Culture, an important publishing company of Chinese-language media in Europe that is also the 
organizer of the Chinese Film Festival in Italy since 2016. The new collaboration has given birth to a 
pre-festival dedicated to Chinese cinema that will take place at Ca' Dolfin on October 5th, the day 
before the official opening of the eleventh edition. On this occasion Elena Pollacchi will introduce 
the screening of films made by two of the most representative Chinese directors of the last decades: 
Zhang Yimou with Shadow, winner of many international awards, and Jia Zhang-ke with his last 
masterpiece Ash is the Purest White, presented at Cannes. The ambitious review will start from the Short 
and will then be hosted in many Italian universities. 
 
 
PROGRAMME OF THE PROPOSED WORKS: 
 
SHADOW by ZHANG Yimou (China, 2018, 116’) 
A King and his people seek to regain the land from which they were driven out. The King is an 
ambitious and mysterious man; while the General wishes only to win the battle, but to do so he must 
act in secret. Women are tragic figures, sometimes used as pawns, sometimes worshipped as goddesses. 
In the middle of this plot there is the common man, at the mercy of History, with the constant risk of 
being swallowed. 
 
ASH IS THE PUREST WHITE by JIA Zhang-ke (China, 2018, 136’) 
This movie tells the story of Qiao, a dancer who falls in love with the gangster Bin, and because of this 
finds herself involved in a fight between local gangs. During a fight she fires a gunshot to defend her 
partner and is sentenced to five years in prison. After her release Qiao looks for Bin to resume their 
affair, only to find that everything has changed. 
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