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SHAZIA IQBAL & TARUN DUDEJA  
  

Also this year the Ca' Foscari Short Film Festival offers a special program dedicated to Indian 

cinema, as always curated by Cecilia Cossio, and focused on two directors, Shazia Iqbal and 

Tarun Dudeja. This year, however, more than on a particular author, the choice was to focus on 

a common theme in the two works that will be presented. The two directors, in fact, albeit with 

different styles, face a current problem in the Indian subcontinent, namely the strong influence of 

patriarchy in women's daily lives. Both Iqbal and Dudeja choose to demonstrate the story of two 

students, forced to confront a male-dominated society that hinders their ambitions and passions. 

Both also introduce their own work with a quote: the first with a phrase by Alejandro Jodorowsky 

and the second with a comment by the Indian poet Manoj Muntashir. 

 

Originally from Mumbai, Shaiza Iqbal, after earning a degree in architecture, began working as a 

scenographer for film and advertising. Her collaborations include Sacred Games (2018-2019), the 

first Netflix original Indian series, and the film Mukkabaaz (2017), thanks to which she meets the 

director Angurag Kashyap, producer of the short film presented at the festival.  

 
Tarun Dudeja was born and raised in Panipat, in the state of Haryana. He studied chemistry in 

Delhi, where he then joined the Katyayani theater group. Later he moved to Mumbai where he 

distinguished himself as a scriptwriter, in particular in the anthological film Unpaused (2020). His 

first short as a director is The Listener (2015), presented in numerous international festivals. 

  
PROGRAM OF PROPOSED WORKS: 
BEBAAK - DYING WIND IN HER HAIR by Shazia IQBAL (India, 2019, 21’)  
To pursue her studies in architecture, Fatin asks for a grant from the Muslim foundation which 

finances the education of the children of her community. Given her non-traditional clothing, the 

examiner struggles to grant her the funding and discourages her career choice, which he considers 

unsuitable for women.  

KHAYALI PULAO - DAYDREAMING by Tarun DUDEJA (India, 2020, 27’) 
The protagonist Asha (YouTube star Prajakta Koli) is a very diligent student who lives in a village 
in Haryana. Despite her clumsiness and the severity of the coach, she wants to join the school's 
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handball team no matter what, and to do so she continues to train and study the techniques of the 
game thanks to the Internet. Finally, fate offers her an opportunity. 

 

 

 

 


