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INTERNATIONAL JURY 

 
 
Philippe Claudel is a French writer, essayist, screenwriter and director, as well as professor of literature 
at the University of Nancy. Author of more than twenty novels, he made his debut in 1999 and achieved 
success a few years later with Les Âmes grises (2003), on which Yves Angelo’s film of the same name was 
based. As a filmmaker, he has directed four feature films: the acclaimed I've Loved You So Long (2008), 
screened in Berlin and awarded numerous prizes, including a BAFTA and a César; Tous les soleils (2011); 
Before the Winter Chill (2013) and A Childhood (2015). He recently directed a TV adaptation of one of his 
novels, Le bruit des trousseaux (2021). 
 
American Tony Grillo has worked for over twenty years as an animator, director and producer for his 
own studio, through which he has produced over 100 works, including episodes, commercials and short 
films. Among his most significant collaborations are those with Tim Burton for the animated series The 
World of Stainboy and with Adam Sandler for his production company, Happy Madison. For television, he 
has worked with Disney and Fox, working on iconic series such as The Simpsons, Family Guy, High School 
USA! and Axe Cop. Grillo has also been a teacher in several international animation classes. 
 
Born in Piedmont, Italy, Laura Aimone has a huge experience in the world of film festivals, including a 
long lasting collaboration with the Venice International Film Festival, working with renowned institutions 
such as the Berlinale, the Edinburgh International Film Festival, the Doha Film Institute in Qatar, the 
Giffoni Film Festival and the Macau International Movie Festival in China. She organizes workshops 
and is a consultant with a special interest in films from the Arabic speaking area of the Gulf Region. She 
has also been a jury member in several international film festivals. In 2019 she debuted as director and 
screenwriter with the short film The Carnival of Life. 

 
As usual, the jury members will also be protagonists of the Special Jury Programme during which they 
will meet the public and present short films and clips from films they have worked on. 
 
In addition to the award for Best Film in the International Competition, the International Jury awards 
the “Museo Nazionale del Cinema” Special Mention for the best contribution to cinema as an art 
form and the “Guang Hua Cultures et Media” Special Mention for the best experimental use of 
cinematographic language. 
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