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HERAT INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FILM FESTIVAL 

 
Herat is the third largest city in Afghanistan. Since 2013, the Herat International Women Film Festival 

(HIWFF) promotes an annual international competition aimed at encouraging the fight for civil rights, 

gender equality, and sexual self-determination. It soon became one of the most important Women's Film 

Festival of Asia. In 2021, due to the dramatic situation in which the country finds itself, the HIWFF 

didn't take place. To celebrate and support the role of women in the Afghan society, Ca’ Foscari Short 

Film Festival dedicates a special program to the founder of the Festival, Roya Sadat, and to its 

coordinator, Alka Sadat. For the occasion, the works of the two sisters, both Afghan directors, will be 

presented in the presence of Alka Sadat herself. 

 

Roya Sadat is a director, cinema producer and activist: she organized theatre classes in hospitals while 

the Taliban regime banned music, film and television; she founded the Roya Film House to promote the 

stories of Afghanistan in 2003 and won the International Women of Courage Award in 2018. Her 

experience as  a director began  in 2003 with the film “Three dots", starring women without veil in a 

country in which Taliban were still a threat.  Since then, she has made over 30 works such as 

documentaries, films, and TV shows. 

 

Alka Sadat has always supported her sister's cultural and humanitarian activities by coordinating the 

HIWFF first-hand and conducting multiple roles in the Roya Film House. In 2006, she made her 

director's debut with the documentary “First Number", a winner of the Peace Prize. Since then, she has 

made several documentaries dedicated to Afghanistan and human rights which obtained international 

success at numerous cinema festivals. 

 

PROGRAMME OF THE PROPOSED WORKS: 

QASA HAY SHAB AFGHANISTAN- AFGHANISTAN NIGHT STORIES by Alka SADAT 

(Afghanistan, 2015, 60', documentary). A journey into the soul of the Afghan army fighting against the 

Taliban forces in a period still far from the recent events leading to the introduction of a new regime. 

NAMAI BA RAHIS GOMHOR- A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT by Roya SADAT 

(Afghanistan, 2017, 83', fiction). A woman is sentenced to death and only the president can save her. Will 

he make it in time?  
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