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EAST ASIA NOW 

 
This year the usual foray into the production of East Asian short films with East Asia Now curated by 
Stefano Locati fades into obsession and paranoia, grasping the common feeling before the 
unpredictability of the pandemic. The selected short films observe, with different techniques and 
production methods - from animation to live cinema, from dreamlike to grotesque, from limited to no-
budget - the sensitive nerves of society. Each of them vehemently delves into a fragment of reality (the 
memories of the parents, the alienation at work, the impossibility of human contact during the lockdown), 
trying to extract a sense of irony from this complicated period. The selection is made up of short films 
that have already been presented in major festivals (Cannes, Sundance, Hong Kong) and that once again 
confirms the vitality of the short format in East Asia. 
 
 
PROGRAM OF THE PROPOSED WORKS: 
 
KKUM - DREAM by KIM Kang-min (South Korea, 2020, 8')  
A dreamlike, almost lysergic journey that the narrator partakes in the maze of his mother's dreams and 
memories. With a minimal set design, lighting focused on shadows and nuances, and an unedited black 
and white, Kim Kang-min brings to life a microcosm of obsessions between the ancestral and the 
psychoanalytical, in which sugar cubes come to life evoking an almost mysterious wonder. 
 
EXCUSE ME MISS, MISS, MISS by Sonny CALVENTO (Philippines, 2020, 16') 
Vangie works in a department store, but is about to be fired. In a desperate attempt to save her job, she 
makes a shocking discovery about her superior. Sonny Calvento, rising talent in the Philippine cinema, 
with an already mind-blowing feature film behind him (The Decaying, 2017), mixes musical, grotesque and 
science fiction in this satire on companyism and alienation. 
 
WATTO A DEI - WHAT A DAY by HORII Ayaka (Japan, 2020, 18') 
Backwards reconstruction of a drink among friends at the time of the lockdown. The young Horii Ayaka 
uses a comic-surreal register to narrate the nostalgia of human contact. Through the split screens to which 
these months of continuous video calls have accustomed us, she intersects the memories of the three 
participants, adding a touch of magic. 
 
 

XUE YUN - ABSENCE by WU Lang (China, 2020, 15') 
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A couple of ex-lovers is traveling with their little son to a provincial town, where she is forced to move 
because of the high cost of living in the city. A journey ruled by the silence and the unspoken, in which 
the past remains surrounded by mystery. Wu Lang makes broad use of fixed cameras and ellipses to 
describe the absence and that sense of incommunicability that accompanies it. 
 


