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ON PAPER: THE CINEMA 

 
The current edition of Ca’ Foscari Short Film Festival has proposed a special programme, curated 
by Carlo Montanaro, dedicated to rediscovering the origin of cinema and its early development. The 
protagonist of the programme is paper, an element of pivotal importance in the creation and 
development of cinematography. In the two hundred years of technological change and adaptation, 
paper has been cast aside and then repurposed in a continuous cycle, until the development of a 
special technique, in which the animator uses paper as a base to give artificial life to a static image. 
This is what we now call the “animation process”. 
 
It is thanks to the use of paper that puppets, objects, flora and fauna experienced a rebirth in their 
portrayal in the world of cinema, an ongoing process fueled also by the new tools of the digital era. 
Thanks to these new means, the author has the chance to follow and direct the entire creative process, 
becoming therefore the artist of the creation itself. From the beginning of the cinematograph period, 
cinema lacked the ability to portray reality in bright colors, due to the primitive chemical process 
used in film-based photography. This vacuum has been always filled by the use of graphics, capable 
of more intimate and concrete reflection. The use of drawings and the narrative it permits, gave 
objects and toys an entire new form of expression. 
J. Stuart Blackton, Émile Cohl, Messmer Sullivan, Max Fleischer and Tony Sarg are some of the 
pioneers of cinema,  and sadly are mostly forgotten. 
 
PROGRAM OF PROPOSED WORKS: 
INVENTOR EDISON by WORLD ARTIST EDISON (1896, 1’25’’) 
LE THEATRE DU PETIT by Bob VELLE (1906, 5’) 
BINETTOSCOPE by Émile COHL (1910, 4’51’’) 
CHARLEY ON THE FARM by Messmer SULLIVAN (1919, 10’) 
ORIGINAL MOVIE by Tony SARG (1922, 7’42’') 
FELIX IN HOLLYWOOD by Messmer SULLIVAN (1923, 9’24’’) 
CARTOONS FACTORY by Max FLEISCHER (1924, 8’12’’) 
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